
The Missouri Compromise (1820) 
 
As the debaters raged on about Missouri, the inhabitants of the territory of Maine submitted their 
application for statehood. This application provided Congress with a way by which to resolve a 
major part of the problem, that of balancing slave versus anti-slave state representation in the 
national legislature. In 1819 the country had eleven slave and eleven free states, and each of 
these blocks did not want to see the other gain seats and power at their expense. Adams was not 
the only one to see that such sectional interests threatened the stability and perpetuity of the 
union: those in Congress who recognized this potential problem grabbed Maine's application and 
used it to ensure the continuation of the balance that was one part of the compromise. The other 
part was spelled out in the acts passed that brought Missouri into the union. 

 

MISSOURI ENABLING ACT 
March 6, 1820 

*  *  * 
An Act to authorize the people of the Missouri territory to form a constitution and state 
government, and for the admission of such state into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original states, and to prohibit slavery in certain territories. 
Be it enacted That the inhabitants of that portion of the Missouri territory included within the 
boundaries hereinafter designated, be, and they are hereby, authorized to form for themselves a 
constitution and state government, and to assume such name as they shall deem proper; and the 
said state, when formed, shall be admitted into the Union, upon an equal footing with the original 
states, in all respects whatsoever. 

SEC. 2. That the said state shall consist of all the territory included within the following 
boundaries, to wit: Beginning in the middle of the Mississippi river, on the parallel of thirty-six 
degrees of north latitude; thence west, along that parallel of latitude, to the St. Francois river; 
thence up, and following the course of that river, in the middle of the main channel thereof, to 
the parallel of latitude of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes; thence west, along the same, to a 
point where the said parallel is intersected by a meridian line passing through the middle of the 
mouth of the Kansas river, where the same empties into the Missouri river, thence, from the 
point aforesaid north, along the said meridian line, to the intersection of the parallel of latitude 
which passes through the rapids of the river Des Moines, making the said line to correspond with 
the Indian boundary line; thence east, from the point of intersection last aforesaid, along the said 
parallel of latitude, to the middle of the channel of the main fork of the said river Des Moines; 
thence down and along the middle of the main channel of the said river Des Moines, to the 
mouth of the same, where it empties into the Mississippi river; thence, due east, to the middle of 
the main channel of the Mississippi river; thence down, and following the course of the 
Mississippi river, in the middle of the main channel thereof, to the place of beginning: . . . 

SEC. 3. That all free white male citizens of the United States, who shall have arrived at the age 
of twenty-one years, and have resided in said territory three months previous to the day of 
election, and all other persons qualified to vote for representatives to the general assembly of the 



said territory, shall be qualified to be elected, and they are hereby qualified and authorized to 
vote, and choose representatives to form a convention. . . . 

SEC. 8. That in all that territory ceded by France to the United States, under the name of 
Louisiana, which lies north of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, not included 
within the limits of the state, contemplated by this act, slavery and involuntary servitude, 
otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, 
shall be, and is hereby, forever prohibited: Provided always, That any person escaping into the 
same, from whom labour or service is lawfully claimed, in any state or territory of the United 
States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her 
labour or service as aforesaid. 

 

RESOLUTION FOR THE ADMISSION OF MISSOURI 
March 2, 1821 

*  *  * 
Resolution providing for the admission of the State of Missouri into the Union, on a certain 
condition. 
Resolved, That Missouri shall be admitted into this union on an equal footing with the original 
states, in all respects whatever, upon the fundamental condition, that the fourth clause of the 
twenty-sixth section of the third article of the constitution [that is, "To permit the owners of 
slaves to emancipate them, saving the right of creditors, where the person so emancipating will 
give security that the slave so emancipated shall not become a public charge. It shall be their 
duty, as soon as may be, to pass such laws as may be necessary—1. To prevent free negroes end 
(and) mulattoes from coming to and settling in this State, under any pretext whatsoever; . . ."] 
submitted on the part of said state to Congress, shall never be construed to authorize the passage 
of any law, and that no law shall be passed in conformity thereto, by which any citizen, of either 
of the states in this Union, shall be excluded from the enjoyment of any of the privileges and 
immunities to which such citizen is entitled under the constitution of the United 
States: Provided, That the legislature of the said state, by a solemn public act, shall declare the 
assent of the said state to the said fundamental condition, and shall transmit to the President of 
the United States, on or before the fourth Monday in November next, an authentic copy of the 
said act; upon the receipt whereof, the President, by proclamation, shall announce the fact; 
whereupon, and without any further proceeding on the part of Congress, the admission of the 
said state into this Union shall be considered as complete. 

 

[From United States Statutes at Large, 3:545ff, 645.] 

 


