"Lynching from a Negro's View"

In this short essay, an African-American woman described the effects of lynching on the
African-American community and the nation as a whole. She encouraged special condemnation
of the supposed Christians, including preachers, who remained silent about or, in some cases,
encouraged the violent attacks by whites against their African-American neighbors.

It is a source of deep regret and sorrow to many good Christians in this country that the church
puts forth so few and such feeble protests against lynching. As the attitude of many ministers on
the question of slavery greatly discouraged the abolitionists before the war, so silence in the
pulpit concerning the lynching of negroes to-day plunges many of the persecuted race into deep
gloom and dark despair. Thousands of dollars are raised by our churches every year to send
missionaries to Christianize the heathen in foreign lands, and this is proper and right. But in
addition to this foreign missionary work, would it not be well for our churches to inaugurate a
crusade against the barbarism at home, which converts hundreds of white women and children
into savages every year, while it crushes the spirit, blights the hearth and breaks the hearts of
hundreds of defenseless blacks? Not only do ministers fail, as a rule, to protest strongly against
the hanging and burning of negroes, but some actually condone the crime without incurring the
displeasure of their congregations or invoking the censure of the church. Although the church
court which tried the preacher in Wilmington, Delaware, accused of inciting his community to
riot and lynching by means of incendiary sermon, found him guilty of "unministerial and
unchristian conduct," of advocating mob murder and of thereby breaking down the public respect
for the law, yet it simply admonished him to be "more careful in the future" and inflicted no
punishment at all. Such indifference to lynching on the part of the church recalls the experience
of Abraham Lincoln, who refused to join a church in Springfield, Illinois, because only three out
of twenty-two ministers in the whole city stood with him in his effort to free the slave. But,
however unfortunate may have been the attitude of some churches on the question of slavery
before the war, from the moment the shackles fell from the black man's limbs to the present day,
the American Church has been most kind and generous in its treatment of the backward and
struggling race. Nothing but ignorance or malice could prompt one to disparage the efforts put
forth by the churches in the negro's behalf. But, in the face of so much lawlessness to-day, surely
there is a role for the Church Militant to play. When one reflects upon the large number of
negroes who are yearly hurdled into eternity, unshriven by priest and untried by law, one cannot
help realizing that as a nation we have fallen upon grave times, indeed. Surely, it is time for the
ministers in their pulpits and the Christians in their pews to fall upon their knees and pray for the
deliverance from this rising tide of barbarism which threatens to deluge the whole land.



